Unit 3: Operations with Fractions                                                       Math 8
3.2 Using Models to Multiply Fractions                                               

Area models are useful for visualizing multiplication.

The area of the rectangle is the length multiplied by the width.
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A 5 by 3 rectangle covers 15 square unit squares.

So, 5
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To model 
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, draw a 5 by 3 rectangle.  

The rectangle has 15 equal parts.
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A horizontal row of 5 squares represents 
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of the rectangle.          
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of this row of 
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covers 1 of the 15 parts.
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So, 
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2 horizontal rows of 5 squares represent 
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of the rectangle.                             
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of these 2 horizontal rows of 5 covers 8 of the 15 parts.             
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So, 
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Try these:

1.  
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2.  
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3.  
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