Unit 5: Percent, Ratio, and Rate

                                                       Math 8
5.2 Calculating Percents

 

To calculate the percent of a quantity, first write the percent as a decimal.  Then calculate the decimal value of the quantity.


To find 140% of $850, 




Write 140% as a decimal.



[image: image1.wmf]40

.

1

100

140

%

140

=

=


Then, 140% of $850=
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This answer can be illustrated on a number line or a hundreds chart.
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Percents that are less than 1% can also be illustrated on a number line.
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Use this pattern:
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Try This:
In 2010, there were 123 junior high students at Holy Cross Collegiate.  In 2011, the number of junior high students at Holy Cross increased by about 5%. What was the school population in 2011?  The junior high population increased approximately another 11% in 2012. How many junior high students attended HCC in 2012?
Find the increase for 2011 first:

Find the increase in 2012 using the 2011 data:
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HCC had about 129 Junior 


HCC had about 143 Junior 
High students in 2011.


High students in 2012.
Remember!  


The word “of” means we use multiplication as our operation!





Hint!


To change a percent to a decimal, move the decimal point 2 places to the left.
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